
When considering a charitable gift, most people think of  writing a check and may overlook other assets that 
allow them to provide greater support for the causes they care about. Donating stocks or mutual funds can 
be a great option, but few nonprofits are equipped to accept these gifts.   

Gifts of stock or mutual funds can make an ideal charitable gift for both the donor and the 
nonprofit.   

At the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation, we’ve been helping Minnesotans make gifts of  stock and mutual 
funds to support their favorite causes for decades. 

GIFTS OF STOCK AND  
MUTUAL FUNDS 

MAKE A GIFT 
OF CASH OR 
OTHER ASSETS 
TO YOUR FUND 

RECOMMEND  
GRANTS TO  
SUPPORT  
YOUR FAVORITE 
CAUSES 

YOU MAY RECEIVE A POTENTIAL TAX DEDUCTION  
AT THE TIME OF YOUR GIFT 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU
• You will be guided each step of the way. 

• You will work with a local partner who  
will act in your best interest at all times.

• Your goals are our goals.  

• You will get more than a transaction.  
You will get a trusted partner in giving.  

• You will work with a local team who  
knows the community. 
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HOW A DONOR ADVISED FUND WORKS   

GET STARTED TODAY 
1. Talk with a Foundation Gift Planner about your 

charitable goals.  

2. Our experienced staff will work with you and your 
advisors to determine if a gift of  stock or mutual 
funds is right for you.

3. Establish your own donor advised fund (DAF) and 
transfer stocks or mutual funds, which will be liqui-
dated tax-free. 

4. The resulting cash proceeds are available to grant 
to the nonprofits of your choice. 



How Margaret Used Appreciated 
Stock to Establish Her Donor 
Advised Fund
Margaret has been writing checks to a number of  nonprofits for 
many years, happily giving as much as she can. Her accountant 
recently suggested she consider donating appreciated stock, 
rather than cash.

Her accountant explained that her stock portfolio was much 
larger than her cash accounts, that she could could afford to 
give more in the form of  stock than in cash, and that gifts of  
appreciated stock could offer significant tax benefits over cash 

gifts. The charitable deduction for a gift of  stock is based on the fair market value, regardless of  how 
much Margaret paid for the stock.  

Margaret contacted her favorite nonprofits to discuss a gift of  stock, but learned few were equipped 
to accept this type of  gift. Fortunately, her accountant had advised several other clients to open a 
donor advised fund through the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation to allow them to give stock to 
their favorite causes. 

Margaret and her accountant met with a Gift Planner at the Foundation to discuss Margaret’s 
charitable goals and how a donor advised fund works. Margaret loved what she heard and started 
her own fund, with plans to contribute more stocks each year to continue supporting her favorite 
causes. 

651.224.5463  }800.875.6167  }spmcf.org

Start a conversation with a Gift Planner today. 
Call 651.224.5463 or email the team at philanthropy@spmcf.org.  

FINANCIAL BENEFITS
• The charitable deduction is based on the fair market value of the stock or mutual 

funds on the day of the gift.  
• Capital gain may be avoided upon transfer to your fund. 
• Shares are sold tax-free by the Foundation.  
• Stock and mutual funds can be used to establish many types of gifts, such as a 

charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust. 


