
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MINNESOTA COUNCIL ON FOUNDATIONS AND SAINT PAUL & MINNESOTA FOUNDATION AWARD 
$2 MILLION IN GRANTS FROM THE MINNESOTA DISASTER RECOVERY FUND FOR CORONAVIRUS 

 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN – (April 1, 2020) – The Minnesota Council on Foundations (MCF) in partnership with 
the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation (the Foundation) has awarded $2 million in funds from the 
Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund (MDRF) for coronavirus to a first round of grantees.   

Based on recommendations by the MDRF advisory committee, 11 organizations will receive initial fund 
disbursements to support communities impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. Funds awarded will 
provide assistance to nonprofits statewide that provide support for homeless and vulnerable 
populations, small businesses, childcare providers, youth, LGBTQ individuals, families and artists.  

Funds were awarded to the Coalition of Asian American Leaders ($200,000), CommunityGiving 
($150,000), Heading Home MN Funders Collaborative ($350,000), Initiative Foundation ($50,000), 
Northland Foundation ($600,000), Northwest Minnesota Foundation ($50,000), Pfund ($100,000), 
Southwest Initiative Foundation ($50,000), Springboard for the Arts ($50,000), Think Small ($200,000) 
and Youthprise ($200,000).  

Many of these community organizations focus on serving small businesses and historically marginalized 
communities, such as individuals who identify as people of color, LGBTQ, rural, and/or disabled.  

Additional support will continue to replenish the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund for coronavirus as 
foundations, businesses and individuals join this effort. To date, the fund is nearing $6 million. 
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Interested philanthropic entities can donate directly to the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund by 
contacting Susie Brown, MCF president,  at 612-335-3557. 

Individual contributions can be made by visiting www.givemn.org/minnesotadisasterrecoveryfund. 

To learn more about the Minnesota Disaster Recovery Fund for coronavirus, please visit the Minnesota 
Council on Foundations’ website at www.mcf.org/MDRF. 

### 

About the Minnesota Council on Foundations 
MCF exists to collectively advance prosperity and equity in the state of Minnesota. MCF currently 
connects, mobilizes and strengthens over 140 philanthropic partners within the sector, serving 
grantmaking organizations for 50 years. Members of MCF include family and independent foundations, 
community and other public foundations, corporate foundations and giving programs. Learn more at 
www.mcf.org. #WeAreMCF 

Media Contacts: 
Minnesota Council on Foundations 
Erin Jordan, Marketing and Communications Manager 
ejordan@mcf.org | 612.465.0716 #WeAreMCF 

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Jeanne Carpenter, 612.803.1282 
jcarpenter@perception-ink.com 



 

 

About the Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
We believe in the best of Minnesota and the power of its communities. With roots in Saint Paul and 
partners across the state, we are Minnesota’s largest community foundation and the partner of choice 
for thousands of donors, nonprofits and community organizations. We inspire generosity to make 
Minnesota better for all who call it home. Learn more at www.spmcf.org     
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